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him standing with his son upon the porch. They then called upon him 
to surrender his son that they might off er him to the gods. But he  
replied, "If they be gods, they will send one of their number to take 
my son. What need have you of him?" They straightway raised a 
shout, and broke up the structure under them. Thus the people killed 
them, and no one knows where they are buried.67 

For at this time the Russes were ignorant pagans. The devil re­
joiced thereat, for he did not know that his ruin was approaching. 
He was so eager to destroy the Christian people, yet he was expelled 
by the true cross even from these very lands. The accursed one thought 
to himself, "This is my habitation, a land where the apostles have not 
taught nor the prophets prophesied." He knew not that the Prophet 
had said, "I will call those my people who are not my people" (Hosea, 
ii, 23). Likewise it is written of the Apostles, "Their message has gone 
out into all the earth and their words to the end of the world" (Ps., 
xix, 5). Though the Apostles have not been there in person, their 
teachings resound like trumpets in the churches throughout the world. 
Through their instruction we overcome the hostile adversary, and 
trample him under our feet. For likewise did the Holy Fathers trample 
upon him, and they have received the heavenly crown in company 
with the holy martyrs and the just. 

6492 (984). Vladimir attacked the Radimichians. His general was 
named Wolf's Tail, and Vladimir sent him on ahead. He met the 
Radimichians by the river Pishchan', and overcame (84) them.66 

Therefore the Russes ridiculed the Radimichians, saying that the men 
on the Pishchan' fled in the presence of a wolf's tail. Now the Radi­
michians belong to the race of the Lyakhs. They had come and settled 
in these regions, and pay tribute to the Russes, an obligation which 
they maintain to the present day. 

6493 (985). Accompanied by his uncle Dobrynya, Vladimir set 
out by boat to attack the Bulgars.80 He also brought Torks00 overland 
on horseback, and conquered the Bulgars. Dobrynya remarked to 
Vladimir, "I have seen the prisoners, who all wear boots. They will not 
pay us tribute. Let us rather look for foes with bast shoes." So 
Vladimir made peace with the Bulgars, and they confirmed it by oath. 
The Bulgars declared, "May peace prevail between us till stone floats 
and straw sinks." Then Vladimir returned to Kiev. 

6494 (986). Vladimir was visited by Bulgars of Mohammedan 
faith,91 who said, "Though you are a wise and prudent prince, you 
have no religion. Adopt our faith, and revere Mahomet." Vladimir 
inquired what was the nature of their religion. They replied that they 
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believed in God, and that Mahomet instructed them to practice circum­
cision, to eat no pork, to drink no wine, and, after death, promised 
them complete fulfillment of their carnal desires. "Mahomet," they 
asserted, "will give each man seventy fair women. He may choose one 
fair one, and upon that woman will Mahomet confer the charms of 
them all, and she shall be his wife. Mahomet promises that one may then 
satisfy every desire, but whoever is poor in this world (85) will be no 
different in the next." They also spoke other false things which out 
of modesty may not be written down. Vladimir listened to them, for 
he was fond of women and indulgence, regarding which he heard with 
pleasure. But circumcision and abstinence from pork and wine were 
disagreeable to him. "Drinking," said he, "is the joy of the Russes. 
We cannot exist without that pleasure." 

Then came the Germans, asserting that they were come as emissa­
ries of the Pope. 02 They added, "Thus says the Pope: 'Your country 
is like our country, but your faith is not as ours. For our faith is 
the light. We worship God, who has made heaven and earth, the 
stars, the moon, and every creature, while your gods are only wood.'" 
Vladimir inquired what their teaching was. They replied, "Fasting 
according to one's strength. But whatever one eats or drinks is all to 
the glory of God, as our teacher Paul has said." Then Vladimir an­
swered, "Depart hence; our fathers accepted no such principle.'' 
· The Jewish Khazars heard of these missions, and came themselves
saying, "We have learned that Bulgars and Christians came hither to
instruct you in their faiths. The Christians believe in him whom we
crucified, but we believe in the one God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.'' Then Vladimir inquired what their religion was. They re­
plied that its tenets included circumcision, not eating pork or hare, and
observing the Sabbath. The Prince then asked where their native land
was, and they replied that it was in Jerusalem. \Vhen Vladimir in­
quired where that was, they made answer, "God was angry (86) at
our forefathers, and scattered us among the gentiles on account of our
sins. Our land was then given to the Christians.'' The Prince then
demanded, "How can you hope to teach others while you yourselves
are cast out and scattered abroad by the hand of God? If God loved
you and your faith, you would not be thus dispersed in foreign lands.
Do you expect us to accept that fate also?"

Then the Greeks sent to Vladimir a scholar, 93 who spoke thus: 
"We have heard that the Bulgarians came and urged you to adopt 
their faith, which pollutes heaven and earth. They are accursed above 
all men, like Sodom and Gomorrah, upon which the Lord let fall 
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As he spoke thus, he exhibited to Vladimir a canvas on which was 
depicted the Judgment Day of the Lord, and showed him, on the right, 
the righteous going to their bliss in Paradise, and on the left, the sinners 
on their way to torment. Then Vladimir sighed and said, "Happy are 
they upon the right, but woe to those upon the left!" The scholar 
replied, "If you desire to take your place upon the right with the just, 
then accept baptism! Vladimir took this counsel to heart, saying, "I 
shall wait yet a little longer," for he wished to inquire about all the 
faiths. Vladimir then gave the scholar many gifts, and dismissed him 
with great honor. 

6495 (987). Vladimir summoned together his b~yars and the city­
elders, and said to them, "Behold, the Bulgars came before me urging 
me to accept their religion. Then came the Germans and praised their 
own faith; and after them came the Jews. Finally the Greeks appeared, 
criticizing all other faiths but commending their own, and they spoke 
at length, telling the history of the whole world from its beginning. 
Their words were artful, and it was wondrous to listen and pleasant 
to hear them. They preach the existence of another world. 'Whoever 
adopts our religion and then dies shall arise and live forever. But who­
soever embraces another faith, shall be consumed with fire in the next 
world.' (107) What is your opinion on this subject, and what do you 
answer?" The boyars and the elders replied, "You know, oh Prince, 
that no man condemns his own possessions, but praises them instead. 
If you desire to make certain, you have servants at your disposal. Send 
them to inquire about the ritual of each and how he worships God." 

Their counsel pleased the prince and all the people, so that they 
chose good and wise men to the number of ten, and directed them to 
go first among the Bulgars and inspect their faith. The emissaries 
went their way, and when they arrived at their destination they beheld 
the disgraceful actions of the Bulgars and their worship in the mosque; 
then they returned to their country. Vladimir then instructed them to 
go likewise among the Germans, and examine their faith, and finally 
to visit the Greeks. They thus went into Germany, and after viewing 
the German ceremonial, they proceeded to Tsar'grad, where they ap­
peared before the Emperor. He inquired on what mission they had 
come, and they reported to him all that had occurred. When the Em­
peror heard their words, he rejoiced, and did them great honor on 
that very day. 

On the morrow, the Emperor sent a message to the Patriarch to 
inform him that a Russian delegation had arrived to examine the Greek 
faith, and directed him to prepare the church and the clergy, and to 
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array himself in his sacerdotal robes, so that the Russes might behold 
the glory of the God of the Greeks. When the Patriarch received these 
commands, he bade the clergy assemble, and they performed the cus­
tomary rites. They burned incense, and the choirs sang hymns. The 
Emperor accompanied the Russes to the church, and placed them in 
a wide space, calling their attention to the beauty of the edifice, the 
chanting, and the pontifical services and the ministry of the dea­
cons, while he explained to them the worship of his God. The Russes 
were astonished, (108) and in their wonder praised the Greek cere­
monial. Then the Emperors Basil and Constantine invited the envoys 
to their presence, and said, "Go hence to your native country," and 
dismissed them with valuable presents and great honor. 

Thus they returned to their own country, and the Prince called 
together his boyars and the elders. Vladimir then announced the return 
of the envoys who had been sent out, and suggested that their report 
be heard. He thus commanded them to speak out before his retinue. 
The envoys reported, "When we journeyed among the Bulgars, we 
beheld how they worship in their temple, called a mosque, while they 
stand ungirt. The Bulgar bows, sits down, looks hither and thither 
like one possessed, and there is no happiness among them, but instead 
only sorrow and a dreadful stench. Their religion is not good. Then 
we went among the Germans, and saw them performing many cere­
monies in their temples; but we beheld no glory there. Then we went 
to Greece, and the Greeks led us to the edifices where they worship 
their God, and we knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth. 
For on earth there is no such splendor or such beauty, and we are at a 
loss how to describe it. \Ve only know that God dwells there among 
men, and their service is fairer than the ceremonies of other nations. 
For we cannot forget that beauty. Every man, after tasting something 
sweet, is afterward unwilling to accept that which is bitter, and there­
fore we cannot dwell longer here." Then the boyars spoke and said, 
"If the Greek faith were evil, it would not have been adopted by your 
grandmother Olga who was wiser than all other men." Vladimir then 
inquired where they should all accept baptism, and they replied that 
the decision rested with him. 

(109) After a year had passed, in 6496 (988), Vladimir proceeded 
with an armed force against Kherson, a Greek city, and the people of 
K.herson barricaded themselves therein.94 Vladimir halted at the far­
ther side of the city beside the harbor, a bowshot from the town, and 
the inhabitants resisted energetically while Vladimir besieged the town. 
Eventually, however, they became exhausted, and Vladimir warned 
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them that if they did not surrender, he would remain on the spot for 
three years. When they failed to heed this threat, Vladimir marshalled 
his troops and ordered the construction of an earthwork in the direc­
tion of the city. While this work was under construction, the inhab­
itants dug a tunnel under the city-wall, stole the heaped-up earth, and 
carried it into the city, where they piled it up in the center of the town. 
But the soldiers kept on building, and Vladimir persisted. Then a man 
of Kherson, Anastasius by name, shot into the Russ camp an arrow 
on which he had written, "There are springs behind you to the east, 
from which water flows in pipes. Dig down and cut them off." When 
Vladimir received this information, he raised his eyes to heaven and 
vowed that if this hope was realized, he would be baptized. He gave 
orders straightway to dig down above the pipes, and the water-supply 
was thus cut off. The inhabitants were accordingly overcome by thirst, 
and surrendered. 

Vladimir and his retinue entered the city, and he sent messages to 
the Emperors Basil and Constantine, saying, "Behold, I have captured 
your glorious city. I have also heard that you have an unwedded sister. 
Unless you give her to me'to wife, (110) I shall deal with your own city 
as I have with Kherson." When the Emperors heard this message 
they were troubled, and replied, "It is not meet for Christians to give 
in marriage to pagans. If you are baptized, you shall have her to wife, 
inherit the kingdom of God, and be our companion in the faith. Un­
less you do so, however, we cannot give you our sister in marriage." 
When Vladimir learned their response, he directed the envoys of the 
Emperors to report to the latter that he was willing to accept baptism, 
having already given some study to their religion, and that the Greek 
faith and ritual, as described by the emissaries sent to examine it, had 
pleased him well. When the Emperors heard this report, they rejoiced, 
and persuaded their sister Anna to consent to the match. They then 
requested Vladimir to submit to baptism before they should send their 
sister to him, but Vladimir desired that the Princess should herself 
bring priests to baptize him. The Emperors complied with his request, 
and sent forth their sister, accompanied by some dignitaries and priests. 
Anna, however, departed with reluctance. "It is as if I were setting out 
into captivity," she lamented; "better were it for me to die at home." 
But her brothers protested, "Through your agency God turns the land 
of Rus' to repentance, and you will relieve Greece from the danger of 
grievous war. Do you not see how much harm the Russes have already 
brought upon the Greeks? If you do not set out, they may bring on 
us the same misfortunes." It was thus that they overcame her hesita-



Laurcntian T Cl:t (988) 113 

tion only with great difficulty. The Princess embarked upon a ship, and 
after tearfully embracing her kinfolk, (111) she set forth across the sea 
and arrived at Kherson. The natives came forth to greet her, and con­
ducted her into the ctiy, where they settled her in the palace. 

By divine agency, VIadimir was suffering at that moment from a 
disease of the eyes, and could see nothing, being in great distress. The 
Princess declared to him that if he desired to be relieved of this disease, 
he should be baptized with all speed, otherwise it could not be cured. 
When VIadimir heard her message, he said, "If this proves true, then 
of a surety is the God of the Christians great," and gave order that he 
should be baptized. The Bishop of Kherson, together with the Prin­
cess's priests, after announcing the tidings, baptized VIadimir, and as 
the Bishop laid his hand upon him, he straightway received his sight. 
Upon experiencing this miraculous cure, VIadimir glorified God, say­
ing, "I have now perceived the one true God." \Vhen his followers 
beheld this miracle, many of them were also baptized. 

Vladimir was baptized in the Church of St. Basil, which stands at 
Kherson upon a square in the center of the city, where the Khersonians 
trade.95 The palace of VIadimir stands beside this church to this day, 
and the palace of the Princess is behind the altar. After his baptism, 
Vladimir took the Princess in marriage. Those who do not know the 
truth say he was baptized in Kiev, while others assert this event took 
place in Vasil'ev,96 while still others mention other places. 

After Vladimir was baptized, (112) the priests explained to him 
the tenets of the Christian faith, urging him to avoid the deceit of 
heretics by adhering to the following creeds: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth; 
and also: I believe in one God the Father, who is unborn, and in the 
only Son, who is born, and in one Holy Ghost emanating therefrom: 
three complete and thinking Persons, divisible in number and person­
ality, but not in divinity; for they are separated without distinction 
and united without confusion. God the Father Everlasting, abides in 
Fatherhood, unbegotten, without beginning, himself the beginning 
and the cause of all things. Because he is unbegotten, he is older than 
the Son and the Spirit. From him the Son was born before all worlds, 
and from him the Holy Ghost emanates intemporally and incorporeal­
ly. He is simultaneously Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Son, being like the Father, is distinguished from the Father 
and the Spirit in that he was born. The Spirit is Holy; like to the 
Father and the Son, and is everlasting. The Father possesses Father­
hood, and Son Sonship, and the Holy Ghost Emanation. For the Father 
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is not transformed into the Son or the Spirit, nor the Son to the Father 
and the Spirit, nor the Spirit to the Son and the Father, since their 
attributes are invariable. Not three Gods, but one God, since there is 
one divinity in three Persons. 

In consequence of the desire of the Father and the Spirit to save 
his creation, he went out of the bosom of the Father, yet without leav­
ing it, to the (113) pure womb of a Virgin, as the seed of God. Enter­
ing into her, he took on animated, vocal, and thinking flesh which had 
not previously existed, came forth God incarnate, and was ineffably 
born, while his Mother preserved her virginity immaculate. Suffering 
neither combination, nor confusion, nor alteration, he remained as he 
was, became what he was not, and assumed the aspect of a slave in truth, 
not in semblance, being similar to us in every respect except in sin. 

Voluntarily he was born, voluntarily he suffered want, voluntarily 
he thirsted, voluntarily he endured, voluntarily he feared, voluntarily 
he died in truth and not in semblance. All these were genuine and 
unimpeachable human sufferings. He gave himself up to be crucified. 
Though immortal, he tasted death. He arose in the flesh without know­
ing corruption; he ascended into Heaven, and sat upon the right hand 
of the Father. And as he ascended in glory and in the flesh so shall 
he descend once more. 

Moreover, I acknowledge one Baptism of water and the Spirit, I 
approach the Holy Mysteries, I believe in the True Body and Blood, 
I accept the traditions of the Church, and I venerate the sacred images. 
I revere the Holy Tree and every Cross, the sacred relics, and the 
sacred vessels.07 

Believe, also, they said, in the seven councils of the Church: the 
first at Nicaea, comprising three hundred and eighteen Fathers, who 
cursed Arius and proclaimed the immaculate and orthodox faith; the 
second at Constantinople, attended by one hundred and fifty Fathers, 
who 'anathematized Macedonius (who denied the Holy Spirit), and 
proclaimed the oneness of the Trinity; (114) the third at Ephesus, 
comprising two hundred Fathers, against Nestorius, whom they cursed, 
while they also proclaimed the dignity of the Mother of God; the 
fourth council of six hundred and thirty Fathers held at Chalcedon, 
to condemn Eutyches and Dioscorus, whom the Holy Fathers cursed 
after they had proclaimed the Perfect God and the Perfect Man, our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the fifth council of one hundred and sixty-five 
Fathers, held at Constantinople, which was directed against the teach­
ings of Origen and Evagrius, whom the Fathers anathematized; the 
sixth council of one hundred and seventy Holy Fathers, likewise held 
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at Constantinople, which condemned Sergius and Cyrus, whom the 
Holy Fathers cursed; and the seventh council, comprising three hun­
dred and fifty Holy Fathers, which was held at Nicaea, and cursed 
those who do not venerate images. 

Do not accept the teachings of the Latins, whose instruction is 
vicious. For when they enter the church, they do not kneel before the 
images, but they stand upright before kneeling, and when they have 
knelt, they trace a cross upon the ground and then kiss it, but they 
stand upon it when they arise. Thus while prostrate they kiss it, and 
yet upon arising they trample it underfoot. Such is not the tradition 
of the Apostles. For the Apostles prescribed the kissing of an upright 
cross, and also prescribed the use of images. For the Evangelist Luke 
painted the first image and sent it to Rome. As Basil has said, the honor 
rendered to the image redounds to its original. Furthermore, they call 
the earth their mother. If the earth is their mother, then heaven is their 
father, for in the beginning God made heaven and earth. Yet they say, 
"Our Father which art in Heaven." If, according to their understand­
ing, the earth is their mother, why do they spit upon (115) their mother, 
and pollute her whom they caress? 

In earlier times, the Romans did not so act, but took part in all the 
councils, gathering together from Rome and all other Sees. At the first 
Council in Nicaea, directed against Arius, Silvester sent bishops and 
priests from Rome, as did Athanasius from Alexandria; and Metro­
phanes also despatched his bishops from Constantinople. Thus they 
corrected the faith. At the second council took part Damasus of 
Rome, Timotheus of Alexandria, Meletius of Antioch, Cyril of Jeru­
salem, and Gregory the Theologian. In the third council participated 
Coelestinus of Rome, Cyril of Ale..xandria, Juvenal of Jerusalem. At 
the fourth council participated Leo of Rome, Anatolius of Constanti­
nople, and Juvenal of Jerusalem; and at the fifth, Vigilius of Rome, 
Eutychius of Constantinople, Apollinaris of Ale..xandria, and Domnus 
of Antioch. At the sixth council took part Agathon of Rome, 
Georgius of Constantinople, Theophanes of Antioch, and Peter the 
Monk of Alexandria; at the seventl1, Adrian of Rome, Tarasius of 
Constantinople, Politian of Alexandria, Theodoret of Antioch, and 
Elias of Jerusalem. These Fathers with the assistance of the bishops, 
corrected the faith. 

After the seventh council, Peter the Stammerer came with the 
others to Rome and corrupted the faith, seizing the Holy See. (116) He 
seceded from the Sees of Jerusalem, Ale..xandria, Constantinople, 
and Antioch. His partisans disturbed all Italy, disseminating their 
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teaching in various terms. For some of these priests who conduct serv­
ices are married to one wife, and others are married to seven. A void 
their doctrine; for they absolve sins against money payments, which is 
the worst abuse of all. God guard you from this evil, oh Princel98 

Hereupon Vladimir took the Princess and Anastasius and the priests 
of Kherson, together with the relics of St. Clement and of Phoebus his 
disciple, and selected also sacred vessels and images for the service.99 

In Kherson he thus founded a church on the mound which had been 
heaped up in the midst of the city with the earth removed from his 
embankment; this church is standing at the present day. Vladimir also 
found and appropriated two bronze statues and four bronze horses, 
which now stand behind the Church of the Holy Virgin, and which 
the ignorant think are made of marble. As a wedding present for the 
Princess, he gave Kherson over to the Greeks again, and then departed 
for Kiev. · 

When the Prince arrived at his capital, he directed that the idols 
should be overthrown, and that some should be cut to pieces and others 
burned with fire. He thus ordered that Perun should be bound to a 
horse's tail and dragged down Borichev to the stream.100 He appointed 
twelve men to beat the idol with sticks, not because he thought the 
wood was sensitive, but to affront the demon who had deceived man 
in this guise, (117) that he might receive chastisement at the hands of 
men. Great art thou, oh Lord, and marvelous are thy works! Yester­
day he was honored of men, but today held in derision. While the idol 
was being dragged along the stream to the Dnieper, the unbelievers 
wept over it, for they had not yet received holy baptism. After they 
had thus dragged the idol along, they cast it into the Dnieper. But 
Vladimir had given this injunction "If it halts anywhere, then push 
it out from the bank, until it goes over the falls. Then let it loose." 
His command was duly obeyed. When the men let the idol go, and 
it passed through the rapids, the wind cast it out on the bank, which 
since that time has been called Perun's sandbank, a name that it bears 
to this very day. 

Thereafter Vladimir sent heralds throughout the whole city to pro­
claim that if any inhabitants, rich or poor, did not betake himself to 
the river, he would risk the Prince's displeasure. When the people 
heard these words, they wept for joy, and exclaimed in their enthusiasm, 
"If this were not good, the Prince and his boyars would not have ac­
cepted it." On the morrow, the Prince went forth to the Dnieper with 
the priests of the Princess and those from Kherson, and a countless 
multitude assembled. They all went into the water: some stood up to 
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their necks, others to their breasts, and the younger near the bank, some 
of them holding children in their arms, while the adults waded farther 
out. The priests stood by and offered prayers.101 There was joy (118) 
in heaven and upon earth to behold so many souls saved. But the devil 
groaned, lamenting, "\Voe is me! how am I driven out hence! For I 
thought to have my dwelling-place here, since the apostolic teachings 
do not abide in this land. Nor did this people know God, but I re­
joiced in the service they rendered unto me. But now I am vanquished 
by the ignorant, not by apostles and martyrs, and my reign in these 
regions is at an end." 

When the people were baptized, they returned each to his own 
abode. Vladimir, rejoicing that he and his subjects now knew God 
himself, looked up to heaven and said, "Oh God, who has created 
heaven and earth, look down, I beseech thee, on this thy new people, 
and grant them, oh Lord, to know thee as the true God, even as the 
other Christian nations have known thee. Confirm in them the true and 
inalterable faith, and aid me, oh Lord, against the hostile adversary, 
so that, hoping in thee and in thy might, I may overcome his malice." 
Having spoken thus, he ordained that wooden churches should be 
built and established where pagan idols had previously stood. He thus 
founded the Church of St. Basil on the hill where the idol of Perun and 
the other images had been set, and where the Prince and the people 
had offered their sacrifices.102 He began to found churches and to 
assign priests throughout the cities, and to invite the people to accept 
baptism in all the cities and towns. 

He took the children of the best families, and sent them for instruc­
tion (119) in book-learning. The mothers of these children wept bit­
terly over them, for they were not yet strong in faith, but mourned as 
for the dead. When these children were assigned for study, there was 
fulfilled in the land of Rus' the prophecy which says, "In those days, 
the deaf shall hear words of Scripture, and the voice of the stammerers 
shall be made plain" (Is., xxix, 18). For these persons had not ere 
this heard words of Scripture, and now heard them only by the act 
of God, for in his mercy the Lord took pity upon them, even as the 
Prophet said, "I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious" (Ex., 
xxxiii, 19). 

He had mercy upon us in the baptism of life and the renewal of 
the spirit, following the will of God and not according to our deeds. 
Blessed be the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved his new people, the land 
of Rus', and illumined them with holy baptism. Thus we bend the 
knee before him saying, "Lord Jesus Christ, what reward shall we 
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