Reading Guide #12

Hurstouse’s “Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics”

1.Hursthouse argues that our lives go better on the whole with the virtues than
without these virtues.

a.

b.

Explain why she thinks this is true using the virtue of honesty as an
example.

But isn't it just true that sometimes, at least, being honest could ruin
your life and telling a lie can avoid this ruin? Does Hursthouse
acknowledge this possibility? [Hint: yes she does acknowledge this.]
What is her response to this possibility?

Suppose that telling a lie will most likely save Andre's career whereas
telling the truth will most likely ruin it. Suppose further that Andre has the
virtue of honesty but that at least one of the reasons that Andre has
cultivated this virtue is that he has been convinced by Aristotle and
Hursthouse that an honest life will lead to a flourishing life. Will Andre lie
to save his career? [Hint: the answer is 'no'. Now explain why this is the
right answer given that Andre has only cultivated this virtue because he
wants his life to prosper?]

2.Hursthouse considers the possibility that it is not virtue but power that secures
a good life. She claims that even if this is so, very few of us would prefer to
live a powerful but vicious life over a life of virtue with limited power.

a.

What about the few people who don't prefer this life? What
according to Hursthouse can we say to them? [Hint: we can't say
anything to them, now explain why not!]

But if virtuous people already agree that the virtues lead to the best life
and vicious people cannot be convinced that the virtues lead to the best
life, then to whom, according to Hursthouse, is Aristotle's theory
addressed?



