JAMES W. KEMPER

Department of Economics, Texas Tech University
P.O. Box 41014, Lubbock, TX 79409
(806) 834-7691 | james.kemper@ttu.edu | Website

EDUCATION

West Texas A&M University May 2011
M.S. in Economics
M.S. in Finance

West Texas A&M University May 2006
B.B.A. in Management

EMPLOYMENT
Texas Tech University Aug. 2023 — Present

Lecturer in Economics

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Aug. 2019 — Present
Adjunct Instructor in Healthcare Economics

South Plains College Aug. 2012 — Aug. 2023
Assistant Professor of Economics

Wayland Baptist University Jan. 2012 - Jan. 2016
Adjunct Instructor in Finance and Economics

Wayland Baptist University May 2011 — Aug. 2012
Finance Analyst

Wells Fargo Bank Jan. 2006 — Mar. 2010
Commercial Banker and Credit Analyst

RESEARCH

Publications

* Altitude and Athletic Performance: Evidence from NCAA Men’s Basketball. International Journal of
Sports Finance, forthcoming. [SSRN]

Papers Under Review

* When the Crowd Came Back: Crowd Removal, Partial Recovery, and the Persistence of Home Referee
Bias in NCAA Men’s Basketball

* Leveling the Field: Labor Market Reform in College Football and the Rottenberg Invariance Principle
(with Alejandro Abarca, Jurrien Loftin, and Cal Vinson) [SSRN]

* Social Pressure and Decision-Making: Evidence of Referee Bias in 2.3 Million NCAA Basketball Player-
Game Observations [SSRN]

* Overcoming Misaligned Incentives: Evidence from the NBA Heave Rule (with Noah Liptack) [SSRN]

* The Flutie Effect Revisited: Athletic Success, Postseason Milestones, and University Enrollment (with Ale-
jandro Abarca and Rashid Al-Hmoud) [SSRN]
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* Overcoming Misaligned Incentives: Evidence from the NBA Heave Rule (with Noah Liptack) [SSRN]
* Running Out of Time: The Effects of NCAA Timing Rules on College Football (with Ashley Escudero)
* Bubble Basketball: Decomposing Home-Court Advantage in the WNBA

Working Papers
o The Messi Effect: Pre and Post 2026 World Cup (with Lissa De Mesa and Murad Latifov)

* Unknown Rational Expectations: Evidence from NFL Prediction Markets (with Ayush Jha, Alejandro
Abarca, and Freddie Papazyan) [SSRN]

PRESENTATIONS

Conference Presentations

* Third Annual Sports Economics Conference — University of Maryland, Baltimore County, June 2026

* ASA Virtual Sports Analytics Conference — The Ohio State University, April 2026

* National Economics Teaching Association (NETA) Conference — New Orleans, LA, Nov. 2025

* Second Annual Sports Economics Conference — University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Apr. 2025
Invited Presentations

* Economics and Health Issues Affecting West Texas — University of Texas, Permian Basin, Mar. 2023

* Lubbock Realtor and Investment Group — Alliance Federal Credit Union, Lubbock, TX, Mar. 2023

* State of the West Texas Economy — South Plains College, Sep. 2020

* West Texas Assessment Conference — Texas Tech University, Jan. 2014

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Texas Tech University
* ECO 2301 - Principles of Economics I (Microeconomics)
* ECO 2302 — Principles of Economics II (Macroeconomics)
* ECO 3368 — Sports Economics
* ECO 2305 - Principles of Economics
* ECO 3371 — Excel for Economists
* ECO 4300 — Economic Research

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center
* HPHM 4334 — Principles of Health Economics and Policy
* HPHA 5313 — Healthcare Economics and Policy

South Plains College
* ECON 2301 - Principles of Macroeconomics

* ECON 2302 - Principles of Microeconomics
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Wayland Baptist University
* ECON 2301 - Principles of Macroeconomics
* ECON 2302 - Principles of Microeconomics

* FINA 3309 - Financial Management

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH MENTORSHIP

TrUE Scholars Program, Texas Tech University
Faculty Research Mentor, 2024-Present

* 2026—2027: Keats Bohannon, Ariana Mireles, Tracy Nguyen, Averie Phillips.
* 2025—2026: Meg Butler, Sam Seeton (Top Overall Presenter, Fall 2025 TrUE Symposium).

* 2024—2025: Affan Annas (Top Ten Presenter, Fall 2024 TrUE Symposium), Joseph Garcia, Jenna
Necaise.

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP

* Coordinator for Graduate Instructors (Aug. 2023 — Present)
* Coordinator of Graduate Teaching Workshop Seminar (Aug. 2023 — Present)

* Faculty Mentor, TrUE Scholars Program (2024 — Present)

HONORS AND AWARDS

* Fellow, Collaborative for Sport Data Science, Texas A&M (2026—2027)

* Fellow, Collaborative for Sport Data Science, Texas A&M (2025-2026)

* Fellow, Teacher Mentoring through Peer Observation (TeMPO), Texas Tech University (2024-2025)
* Outstanding Faculty of the Year, MSHA program at TTUHSC (2022, 2023)

* South Plains College Faculty Excellence Award (Finalist, 2023; Nominee, 2016-2022)

* Tenured at South Plains College (May 2016)

* Omicron Delta Epsilon (National Honor Society for Economics) (May 2011)

ACADEMIC SERVICE

Texas Tech University

* College of Arts & Sciences Values Summit Committee (Mar. 2025)

* Online Studies Committee, Department of Economics (May 2024 — Present)
South Plains College

* Senator, Faculty Senate (Jul. 2021 - Jul. 2023)

* Scholarship Committee (May 2016 — Aug. 2020)

* Strategic Plan Assessment Committee (Aug. 2016 — May 2022)

* Economics Courses Assessment Coordinator (Aug. 2016 — May 2023)



* Academic Advisory Council (Aug. 2015 — May 2023)
* Faculty Advisor, Business Club (Aug. 2014 - Jul. 2016)



TECHNICAL SKILLS

Statistical Software Stata, R, Python
Research Tools Git, LaTeX, Microsoft Excel
Methods Econometrics, Sports Analytics, Data Visualization

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS

* North American Association of Sports Economists - Member (Mar. 2025 — Present)
* American Economic Association — Member (Aug. 2013 — Present)
* Chartered Economist in Healthcare Economics (Feb. 2023)

* Quality Matters: Improving Your Online Classroom Certification (Jul. 2015)



